*WERA National Roeblings Roads Ga.  
12-14 Mar 2010
Temperature Day I 62F Day II 59F 
 * Roeblings was the first race of the season for the North Florida region.  My plan was to use the Talladega race, as training but the weather did not cooperate, a moderate 40F.  Therefore I decided not to risk the bike for a race that did not count for the championship.  
Let’s talk about Roeblings.   
Roeblings is 640 miles from New Orleans and it took me a short 12 hours to get there.  Keep in mind I pull a 21’ toy hauler.  
 *Registration day: I pre-registered so registration was quick and easy.  So I must give credit to WERA for nailing down this normally frustrating procedure. 
*Practice - First run:  I was more than ready but knew I had to take it slow because this was my first time on the bike since winter hibernation.  After a few runs I just couldn’t get up to speed.  Last year was my first time on the track and I ran a respectable 1.18.  However, I just couldn’t go fast.  
*Qualifying - Nothing changed I just couldn’t open the throttle without the rear stepping out.  I made a few suspensions adjustment but I just could not break out of the 1.22s.  This is not where I wanted to be.  A fellow racer and friend (Little “A”) kept suggesting the Dunlops.  I have never tried the Dunlops but I was willing to try anything.  The Pirellis and Bridgestone I have ridden over the years are developed overseas.  The Dunlops are develops for tracks here in America.  This was the selling point that I convinced myself to give them a try. 
Race 1 – Senior Superbike (40 years and older)
I thought this would be my best shot for a top 3 finish.  I was pumped and ready to go.  I started from 11th on the grid and was up to 6th in turn 1.  Turn 2 on the other hand didn’t turn out so well.  I took an outside line but when I tried to turn in another rider closed off my line and I was forced to stand the bike up and go dirt-tracking.  I rode it out but I dropped the bike at in the mud.  No damage but you’re forced to pit in for another tech inspection if your bike touches the ground.  My race was over but I stayed out for more track time.  I Cleaned the bike and got ready for my next two races.  
Race 2 Superstock C (race for 600s)
 I was 13th on the grid for my second race.  I didn’t get of the line too well and lost a position.  Still feeling a little timid after the first race.  I couldn’t get into my groove and lost another position by lap 4.  I was able to get the rider back in turn 5.  I held the rider off for 3 laps but lost the position again with 3 more laps to go.  I pushed hard as I could but could not re-gain the position.  I finished the race a disappointing 15th.
 Race 3 SuperBike C (race for 600s)
  The last race of the day for me and I was 15th on the grid for the start.  Well I got off to a better start and gain a position into turn 2 a fast right-hander.  I was able to maintain and stay smooth holding onto 14th and looking to make another pass.  After a few more lap I found my opportunity by out braking a rider in to the turn 9 the last corner before coming on the front straight.  The last turn is a 4th gear very fastest right-hander.  I finished the race in 13th place not a bad result considering this was a WERA National.  A lot of very fast riders from the AMA and winners from both the AMA Redbull Rookies Cup and the MotoGP Red Bull Rookies Cup just to name a few.  I feel confident going into the next race at Barbers located in Birmingham Alabama.  We'll be ready! 
 fastest lap time: (1:17) 
So stay tuned to my WEB site for updates on my first up-coming race at Barber...... 
 Ron Rink
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