*Barber Race Training  24-25 Apr 2009
Air Temperature Day I 83f Day II 93f  
· First, training at Barber actually this is my first race training in the United States. But I have to give a big shout out to Aaron Little "A" for allowing me to ride his brand new 2009 R6.   The the travel time was took a little longer than I first expected.  That was a long  6.5 hours to get to Little "A" house in Huntsville (Alabama). This was a long drive leaving right after work.   After helping Little "A" load the bike and gear we decide we needed to get some sleep to be fresh for tomorrow.   * Practice day: Registration was a little weird. Regardless of race experience you must start in Beginner's group. They allow Little "A" in the Intermediate because he sleeps with DJ the director (LOL). Either way that was good because we could share the bike without losing time on the track. We had to inspect the bike twice because we need two different stickers (WHAT).   

Aaron's Run:
 Little "A" had the first run on his bike. He ran well considering he had not been on a bike for two years and was lacking aerobic endurance.  Also we had no steering damper for the up hill carousel (turn 3) or the down hill 3 gear turn 9.  He ran a moderate 1.48 but got valuable track
time.  

 My run DAY ONE:
Well my turn came and I was more than ready.  After running in the slow group all day I began to learn the track. I had to ride with 2 different CR (control Rider's) to prove I was ready to bump up.  After staying in front of both CR they were ready to bump me up. But DJ said we could not bump up 2 spaces.  Remember Little "A" was riding in the Intermediate group so I was forced to finish the day in the slow group.   Day two:  After a few of the other riders spoke to the head CR, I was put in the intermediate group for a trail run. The lead CR said "let's go" but only allowed to pass other rider's on the outside (their rule). After 20 minutes I had lead the lead CR for most of the session and only passing within the rule.  Fortunately, I was bumped to EXPERT Class.   After running 3 sessions in the expert class I was able to get build a good rhythm and end the day with my fasted lap of 1:38  The track is very nice. Very much like Portimaio but more technical although Potimaio (Portugal) is faster. The up hill / down hill turns are very blind. You have to put the bike in the perfect spot so you can continue to roll hard on the gas and not run out of pavement. The competition is steep as I was told. After the two days I finally ran a 1.38 this puts me 6 seconds off the fastest lap of the expert class and 4 seconds off the fastest lap of Novice from last years race at Barber.  More speed is definitely needed to be competitive in the up-coming race May 23/24 2009  I will be faster on GREEN (2007 ZX6R). Although the BLUE (2009 R6) was a great bike for the track but it lack a few kit parts. But little "A" has already have them ordered and he'll be ready for the up-coming race........   The race will be on the 23/24 May 2009.  We'll be ready!   fastest lap time: (1:38)
So stay tuned to my WEB site for updates on my first up-coming race at Barber......
 Ron Rink
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